Plot summaries

Other People’s Houses by Lore Segal
In 1938, nine months after Hitler takes Austria, ten-year-old Lore Groszmann leaves Vienna aboard a special train which transports several hundred Jewish children to safety in England. Over the course of the war, she lives as a refugee with various English families – wealthy, orthodox Jews in Liverpool; a working-class family in Kent; and the formal Victorian household of two elderly sisters. 
Taking jobs as servants, Lore’s parents are able to join her in England. Her mother adapts well and works tirelessly, while her father succumbs to ill health and depression. He dies before the end of the war.

Lore attends university in London and then with her mother emigrates to the Dominican Republic, where they join her grandparents and her uncle who works on a Kibbutz-like farm. There Lore teaches English to the diplomatic set. Eventually, Lore and her family move to New York City – America being the dream of displaced Jews at that time – living among fellow Holocaust survivors who have varying degrees of success coping with their tragedies.

